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Recommendations for the drafting of communications according to §4 Abs. 

3 TierSchG at the Eberhard Karls University Tübingen  

(Killing of vertebrate animals solely for the purpose of using their organs or tissues for 

scientific purposes) 

 

The killing of animals without pre-treatment and for the sole purpose of using their 

organs and tissues for scientific purposes does not require approval by or notification to the 

Authority. This is done solely in consultation with the institution's animal welfare officer, 

who must be informed within a reasonable period before the start of the project (if possible 14 

days before the intended start). On the basis of this information, the Animal Welfare Officer 

(TSchB) must be able to understand the indispensability of the killing. The forwarding to the 

Regierungspräsidium (R.P.) normally takes place automatically, but is voluntary. The 

experimenter should inform the TSchB if he does not wish his communication to be 

forwarded to the R.P. for special reasons. In any case, the authority must be informed about 

the project (number of animals) at the end of the calendar year within the framework of the 

annual animal registration. In addition, the experimenter would have to inform the 

supervisory authority about the project when the animal husbandry is inspected. The usual 

practice is therefore to immediately forward the information to the authorities, which also 

protects the experimenters from unjustified accusations ("makes unapproved animal 

experiments") from third parties. 

 

Please use the provided form to create your communication and enter the required information 

in German language. 

If you have difficulties filling in specific sections, please mark them in colour. We will be 

happy to help during a joint discussion of an initial draft of the communication. 

 

General Considerations: 

The purpose of a communication pursuant to §4 para. 3 of the TierSchG is to assess the 

killing of animals in relation to the benefit for the scientific question.  

The scientific purpose of the project should be described in as precise a manner as possible, 

without requiring your specific expertise, but that of a normal bio-medical academic 

education. It must be clear from the text that alternative methods in which no animals have to 

be killed are out of the question or have already been exhausted and it must be explained why 

this question can only be answered in animal cells or organs.  

Unless otherwise requested, the communication will be submitted to the regional council.  It 

is helpful to have the completed communication read by someone who is not familiar with the 

specific question, but who corrects spelling mistakes and recognizes passages of text that are 

difficult to understand. 

 First the general problem will be described and then how the planned experiments can 

contribute to the clarification. Specific details, as they are common in scientific papers or in 

proposals for research funds, may lead to comprehension problems for readers not familiar 

with the subject. The use of finished text blocks from DFG or comparable proposals is 

generally not advisable. 
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Please consider the following when writing your communication: 

to point 1.2 

The name of the project should be a short and concise title and, if possible, a reference to the 

purpose, the species and, if applicable, the animal line. 

 
to point 1.3 

According to §4 para. 3 sentence 1 in conjunction with §7a para. 2 No. 1 (TschG), the 

indispensability of the project must be scientifically substantiated on the basis of the current 

state of knowledge when killing animals exclusively in order to use their organs or tissues for 

scientific purposes. In other words:  

(1) the purpose should be described,  

(2) its indispensability in terms of the expected knowledge gain should be scientifically 

justified (it would be appropriate to add references here, which do not have to be attached to 

the communication) 

(3) The indispensability of the project with regard to the use of "animal-free" methods (e.g. 

use of already existing, permanent cell lines or the use of organs from slaughtered animals) 

should be demonstrated, whereby here too the respective state of scientific knowledge should 

be taken as a basis. 
 

to point 1.4 

Vertebrates and cephalopods whose organs and tissues are intended solely for scientific use 

may only be killed under anaesthesia or otherwise avoiding pain or suffering as good as 

possible in accordance with § 2 paragraph 1 TierSchVersV. Accordingly, the method of 

killing and, where appropriate, the method of anesthesia should be described. It should be 

noted that only methods listed in Annex 2 of the TierSchVersV can be used (see Appendix), 

whereby the method must be chosen that causes the least stress for the animal and is 

compatible with the purpose of the experiment (§2 Paragraph 2 Sentence 1 TierSchVersV). 

Methods not listed in Annex 2 may or must be used if the animals are insensitive and 

perceptible (e.g. under anesthesia), if they do not regain their consciousness and perceptive 

faculty before death and if a control of insensitivity and loss of perception is carried out until 

the death is confirmed (§2 para. 2 sentence 2 TierSchVersV). Other procedures are subject to 

notification or approval (§2 paragraph 3 TierSchVersV).  

This means, for example, that anesthetizing (not killing) of the animal with isoflurane or CO2 

and subsequent killing with cervical dislocation is not mentioned as a killing method in Annex 

2 of the TierSchVersV, but may nevertheless be carried out, or must even be carried out, if it is 

gentler than a method mentioned in Annex 2. In this case, however, the question as to whether 

the process is permitted under Annex 2 must be ticked "No" and reference made to §2 Para. 2 

Sentence 2 TierSchVersV.  

Describe the planned killing procedures in such a way that it is clear what stress will be caused 

to the animals.   

If, for example, killing with CO2 is chosen, this should preferably be done by introducing the 

gas into the “home cage” of the animals, in order to cause the animals (the animal) as little 

distress as possible. If only one animal from a group is to be killed, the other animals from the 
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same cage are transferred to a new cage before killing and the animal to be killed remains in its 

familiar environment. For mice and rats, the most important factor is the familiar smell of their 

used bedding. The CO2 should also be introduced as quickly as possible, but as slowly as 

necessary so that the animals are not disturbed by hissing noises and air and bedding 

turbulences. A too slow introduction of CO2 should also be avoided, as the animals would be 

exposed for an unnecessarily long time to a tingling or stinging sensation on the mucous 

membranes of the nose and mouth and the subsequent feeling of dyspnea before becoming 

unconscious. 

 

to point 1.5 

In addition to animal species, genotype, age and sex, a possible genotype-induced burden on 

the animals must also be considered here, as the breeding of these animals may be subject to 

notification or approval (§7 paragraph 2 number 3 TierSchG). In the case of genetically 

modified animals, the communication must be accompanied by a current final assessment of 

the animal strain or subline to be used. In both cases, the strain/subline must be designated in 

accordance with the international nomenclature. 

 

to point 1.6 

The justification for the number of animals should be based on the purpose described in point 

1.3. Animal numbers per time unit cannot be used as justification. In practice, the number of 

animals required is justified, for example, by the amount of cells that can be obtained from an 

animal or by the methods used to pursue the purpose (to achieve a particular objective).  

A tabular presentation is often very helpful, especially if several groups and/or methods are 

involved. 

 

to point 1.7 

In addition to the restrictions on dogs, cats and primates mentioned in §4 paragraph 3 sentence 

2, it must be ensured that the purchase of a new mouse/rat line, if it is to be further bred here, 

is accompanied by a final assessment, since the breeding of strains with a burden is subject to 

the notification or approval obligation (§7 paragraph 2 number 3 TierSchG).  

 

to point 1.8  

Please enter the location of the animal husbandry as well as the location of the killing, e.g. 

room number of the laboratory. 
 

 

to point 1.9  

Please choose a starting date at least 14 days after receipt of the communication by the Animal 

Welfare Officer in order to ensure a correct review by the Animal Welfare Officer and, where 

appropriate, consultation with the communicating party.  

The duration of the project should be based on the time needed to complete the investigations 

for the purpose described in 1.3, but should not exceed three years. If necessary, an extension 

may be granted, again in consultation with the animal welfare officer. The letter must reach the 

Animal Welfare Officer before the end of the three years and, in addition to explaining why the 
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estimated time was not sufficient, should also include the number of animals used to date and 

the number agreed. 

 

to point 2. 

A vertebrate animal may only be killed by a person who has the necessary knowledge and skills 

(§4 paragraph 1 TierSchG). In accordance with §2 paragraph 1 and §3 paragraph 1 number 2 

TierSchVersV, the persons entrusted with killing the animals must have the knowledge and 

skills of Annex 1 section 2 TierSchVersV (appendix).  

Proof of this is, among other things, a successfully completed course in animal experimentation, 

which contains the teaching contents of Annex 1, Section 2 of the TierSchVersV, in conjunction 

with experience for the desired killing method in relation to the respective animal species(s). 

This experience can, for example, be documented in the form of a list of previous 

communications, notifications or approved animal experiments, in which the person was named 

as the person performing the killing.  

All other scientists and staff may, if appropriate, obtain evidence of the knowledge and skills 

of Annex 1, Section 2 TierSchVersV for individual animal categories and anesthetizing and 

killing methods. For this purpose, the knowledge can also have been acquired elsewhere and 

the experience can be acquired e.g. in the form of an initial assisting activity. Subsequently, 

proof of knowledge and skills can be provided through an interview with the animal welfare 

officer, if necessary including a practical demonstration of the killing within the framework of 

an ongoing project.  

In point 2.3.1, only interventions on live animals directly related to the killing, e.g. anesthesia, 

and the killing itself should be indicated. Other activities (e.g. breeding, organ removal) should 

not be reported. 
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Finally: 

Provided that there are no objections on the part of the communicator(s), communications 

pursuant to §4 para. 3 TierSchG will also be forwarded to the Regional Council and the 

Veterinary Office for information purposes. Therefore the following documents are to be 

submitted after agreement upon the communication with the animal protection commissioner:  

 

1  complete communication form 
1x in printed form with original signature 

 

2  copies of the complete communication  
 

In case of genetically modified lines additionally: 
 
1  final assessment of genetically modified breeding lines  

without genetic burden 
1x in printed form   

According to the current interpretation of the TschG by the 

competent authorities, the breeding of strains with a burden 

requires approval of an animal experiment application and is 

generally not accepted by the authorities within the scope of a §4 

communication. 

Appendices: 

A. Killing methods of Annex 2 in conjunction with §2 (2) TierSchVersV   

B. Appendix 1 Section 2 TierSchVersV: Knowledge and skills required for killing animals 

C. Form for the "Proof of knowledge and skills for killing animals" by the Animal Welfare 

Officer of Eberhard Karls University and the University Hospital Tübingen; download 

on the website of the Institution for Animal Welfare, Veterinary Service and Laboratory 

Animal Science: 

http://www.med.uni-

tuebingen.de/tierschutz/Sachkunde_P4_Toten_von_Tieren_03_02_2014.docm 

 

 

We will be very grateful for any suggestions and improvements regarding this 

recommendation. Please contact the office of the Institution for Animal Welfare, Veterinary 

Service and Laboratory Animal Science: Tel 07071-29-80125 or E-Mail 

mailto:sekretariat.tschb@med.uni-tuebingen.de 

  

http://www.med.uni-tuebingen.de/tierschutz/Sachkunde_P4_Toten_von_Tieren_03_02_2014.docm
http://www.med.uni-tuebingen.de/tierschutz/Sachkunde_P4_Toten_von_Tieren_03_02_2014.docm
mailto:sekretariat.tschb@med.uni-tuebingen.de
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A. Killing methods of Annex 2 in conjunction with §2 (2) TierSchVersV   
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B. Annex 1 Section 2 TierSchVersV   
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C. 

 


